
Amber Ryckman  
Social Studies 
 

Explorer – “Go Fish” 
 

Items Needed: Homemade Explorer Cards 
 
Standards: 
 5.2.4 Explain the significance of scientists, inventors, and historical figures 
 5.2.7 Explain reasons for early exploration 
 
Objectives:  

The students will learn about early explorers and their significance 
 The students will understand the reasons for early exploration  
 
Learning Activities: 

1. The students will recall what they know about early explorers 
2. Discuss how to play “Go Fish” 
3. The students and teacher will play a large group practice run 
4. The students will be split into groups of 3 and 4 
5. Students will play “Go Fish” using the explorer cards provided for them 
6. The students will discuss what new information they learned 

 
Assessment: 
 Students will recall and discuss the significance of early explorers 
 Students will recite the 3 main reasons for early exploration 
 
Reflection: 
 
*laminate the cards 
*provide a privacy folder so the students can set down their cards to be better organized 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 1 3 5 Total Points 

Identify main 
reasons for 
exploration 

Identify 1 reason Identify 2 reasons Identify all 3 
reasons 

 

Participated in 
discussion about 
the significance of 
early explorers 

No participation Very little 
participation 

Very engaged in 
the discussion 

 

Behavior Was not engaged 
in activity/very 
distractive 

Engaged but still 
had 
outbursts/cheated 

Very engaged and 
attentive/followed 
all of the rules 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



o Sailed to North America in 1492 

Christopher Columbus 
  From Genoa, Italy 

  Wanted to sail west across the 
Atlantic Ocean in Search of a new 
trade route 

  Sponsored by Queen Isabella 
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o Giovanni Caboto 

John Cabot 
  Sponsored by merchants in 
England and King Henry VII 

  Claimed the eastern coast of 
present day Canada for England 

  Historians do not know what 
happened to him 
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o Led soldiers to conquer Borinquen 

Juan Ponce de Leòn 
  Wanted to find the “fountain of 
youth” 

  Sailed to Cuba and quickly died 
after being struck by an arrow in 
Florida  

  Became a military commander 
under the governor of Hispaniola 
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o Spanish nobleman living in Cuba 

Hermàn Cortés 
 Aztecs originally thought he was a 
god  

 Held Montezuma captive  

 Was responsible for the death of 
many Aztecs  
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o French Explorer 

Jacques Cartier 
 Claimed what is now Canada for 
France  

  Sponsored by King Francis I 

  “Kingdom of Saguenay” 
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o Spanish Conquistador 

Francisco Vasquez de 
Coronado 
  Hoped to conquer the mythical 
Seven Cities of Gold 

  Inherited a large portion of 
Mexican estate from his wife 

  Governor of the Kingdom of 
Nueva Galicia 
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Henry Hudson 
 Looking for Northwest Passage to 
China  

  Cast adrift and never seen again 

  Laid foundation for Dutch 
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basin for France 
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  Explored Great Lakes region 
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